Riddah 

Actually the terms "riddah" or "irtidad" are very clear. They simply mean 
leaving Islam after being a Muslim, becoming a kafir after being Muslim, to 
apostate. Although there shouldn't be a problem in the usage of these terms, 
there are some people who use this terms to describe people who never heve 
been muslims. 

The Description of Irtidad and its types 

The Arabic equilavent for apostasy is riddah or irtidad from the root radd 
which among other connotations has the meaning to retreat, to retire, to 
withdraw from or fall back from. In the context of Muslim fiqh it is equated 
with renunciation or abondment of Islam by one who professes the Islamic 
faith. The apostate is called murtad. According to the Muslim jurists apostasy 
may be committed with reference to belief, word or deed or even by failure to 
observe certain obligatory practices. The person concerned must have 
attained majority, should be in full possession of his senses and should have 
acted voluntarily, if he is to be condemned as an apostate. 

The matters which constitute irtidad are mainly divided into four categories: 

(a) Irtidad in beliefs, such as associating others with Allah, denying Him, or 
denying an attribute which is proven to be one of His attributes, or by 
affirming that Allah has a son. Whoever believes this is murtad and a 
disbeliever. 

(b) Irtidad in words, such as insulting Allah or Rasul Allah (saw). 

(c) Irtidad in actions, such as throwing the Qur'an into a filthy place, because 
doing that shows disrespect towards the words of Allah (awj), so it is a sign 
that one does not believe. Other such actions include prostrating to an idol or 
to the sun or moon. 

(d) Irtidad by omission, such as not doing any of the rituals of Islam, or 
turning away from following it altogether. 


The author of Kifayat'ul Ahyar, Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad states in 
dictionarial terms riddah means converting from one thing to another. And 
continues to state: "It is as such in this ayah "Enter the holy land which Allah 
hath assigned unto you, and turn not back." (al-Maeda 5/21) In the Shariah it 
is converting to kufr from Islam and ceasing Islam. Sometimes this will 
happen by word, sometimes by action and sometimes by itiqad. In all three of 


these types there are different issues. It is a bit difficult to summarize but we 
will mention it with essence information: 

Irtidad by word: Just like someone saying this to his enemy: If I had a rabb I 
would not worship him. Surely the individual who says this will be kafir. 
Likewise if there was a prophet I would not make iman to him or for his child 
or spouse (if he says) he / she is much dear to me than Allah or His rasul. For 
instance after an ill gets better if he is to say: In this illness I have faced such 
distress that if I had killed Abu Bakr and Umar I still would not have 
deserved such thing. He will be kafir with this. Some scholars had said he 
must be killed immediately because his words would mean attributing 
injusticeness to Allah... 

In the same sense even if he does not claim to be a prophet yet claims he was 
sent revelations or that he entered jannah ate from its fruits and was in close 
embrace wh the huri this surely with ijma is kufr. With these and other 
similar words some zindiq sufis utter if they are to revile one of the prophets 
or belittle one of them he will with ijma be made takfir of. May Allah kill 
them! How ignorant they are and how kafir they are, yes how they decive 
those who believe them. 

Kufr (Irtidad) by action: Like performing sajdah to an idol, the sun and the 
moon; throwing the mushaf (Qur'an) in dirt and the magic that contains 
ibadaah to the sun, likewise slaughtering sacrifices for idols, disgraceful 
action with one of the names of Allah or His commands and His intimidation 
and reciting the Qur'an while accompanying with the tambourine. 

If he performs an action the Muslimeen had made ijma regarding it can only 
be performed by a kafir even while he makes sajdah to the cross or goes to 
churches with its members wearing their zunnar and other clothing if he 
proclaims his Islam all of these are kufr and the doer will be made takfir of. 

Kufr (Irtidad) by itiqad: The examples for this are truly plenty. For example 
whoever believes the universe is eternal or that the Creator was later or 
believes negatively about something which ijma has been made over that is 
stable regarding Allah or regarding something which ijma had been made 
over that can't be existent regarding Him for example colors, juncture and 
separation, he will be kafir. 

Compliance of kufr is kufr: The intention of kufr is kufr at that instant. If an 
individual hesitates to become kafir or not to become kafir he will become 
kafir that instant. Likewise postponing kufr which will happen in the future 
is also kufr at that instant. 

After these are known the individual whose Irtidad has been stabilized is a 
murtad individual whose blood will be wasted. The reason is because he has 
demonstrated the most evil type of kufr and hukmwise the most obscene. It is 


stated in the ayah: 


"O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith..." (al- 
Maeda 5/54) 

"...Evil indeed are (the works) which their souls have sent forward before 
them (with the result), that Allah's wrath is on them, and in torment will they 
abide." (al-Maeda 5/80) 

Here there are two views regarding if it is recommended (mustahab) to call 
him to tawbah or if it is wajeeb. According to one it is mustahab. In a hadith 
RasulAllah (saw) stated: "Whoever changes his religion, execute him." 

(Bukhari, Kitaab Istataabat ul-Murtaddeen wa'1-Mu'aaniddeen wa 
Qitaalahum (Dealing with the Apostates and Those who Stubbornly Hate 
Islam and Confronting Them); Imam Shafii in al-Umm under the title 'al- 
Murtaddeen 'an il-Islam' (Those who Apostate from Islam), 1/257; al- 
Humaydi, Musnad; Abu Dawud, Kitaab ul-Hudood, 'the ruling of those 
who apostatize'; Nasai /on the ruling of the apostate, # 4059; Tirmidhi, 
'What has Arrived Regarding the Murtad'). 

Apostasy, or riddah in Arabic, literally means defection or backsliding. (Al- 
Mawrid: A Modem Arabic-English Dictionary, 582) 

As an Islamic legal term, it means denouncing Islam as one's religion by a 
Muslim. The word apostate in Arabic is murtad and one who apostatizes is 
called man artad an dinihi, i.e. "Who turns his back on religion." Two words 
are used for apostasy in Muslim law: irtidad and ridda. The latter term 
relates to apostasy from Islam into unbelief, kufr; the former, from Islam to 
some other religion, for example, Christianity. (Mufradat gharibu'l-Qur'an 
lil-Sheikh ar-Raghib, 191) 

Al-Azdi stated on the term of 'radda': "Irtidad is and Arabic term and it is a 
derivative from its root. I rejected it meaning I refused it: I will reject it. To 
decline, it had been declined. It will be said regarding the one with an ugly 
face: There is radda (when you look at it an ugliness that sickens and makes 
you turn around / reject) on is face, to withdraw from something, to 
withdraw from Islam." (Jamharatu'l-lugha 1/72) 

Ibn Manzur recorded: "He turned his face from it. It is stated in the Qur'an 'if 
any of you Turn back from their faith'.' (al-Baqarah 2/217) it is a noun 
meaning Irtidad. To turn (away) from Islam. It is said regarding an 
individual who becomes kafir while a Muslim: So and so turned from his 
deen..." (Lisanu'l - Arab, 4/153-155) 

Jawhari in as-Sihah (1/470); Zabidi in Taju'l-Arus (2/351); Ahmad Ridha in 
Mujamu'l-MatnuT-Lugha (2/571) and also other dictionaries such as 
Mujamu'l-Wasit (1 / 338) mentioned in the same manner regarding the 


definition of the term 'ridda' which is a noun of 'irtidad' as returning to kufr 
from Islam. 

Raghib al-Asfahani stated the following on the term of 'radda': 'The words 
'irtidad' and 'riddatu' mean, 'to return on the same path as one had traversed 
earlier', however the word 'riddatu' is specifically used to indicate a return to 
kufr, whereas the word 'irtidad' may be used to indicate a return to disbelief 
or to any other matter, Allah says: "Surely those who turns their backs" 
(Muhammad 47/26) and Allah says: "O ye who believe! whose among you 
turns back from his religion" (al-Maeda 5/55)" (Mujamu Mufradatil al-fazl 
Qur'an) 

Samarqandi al Hanafi states the following regarding irtidad: "Irtidad 
consists of turning from and turning face from iman." (Tufetul-Fuqaha; v7, 
pl34) 

Regarding Irtidat Kalyubi ash Shafi stated: "Irtidad; expels from Islam with 
kufr niyah, kufr word or kufr action. There is no difference between the kufr 
word being a result of play, stubbornness or belief." (Kalyubi and Umayra 
4/174; Ataullah, Sharhul Usui, 3) 

Ibn un Najjar al Hanbali states regarding irtidad: "An individual who 
accepts kufr either by play, real coercion or willingly after having become a 
Muslim is called Murdad." (Muntahal-Iradat 2/4989) 

The view of Alish al Maliki regarding Irtidad is as follows: "Irtidad is a 
Muslim becoming kafir either with an open statement or a word or act which 
necessitates irtidad." (Minah-ul-Jalil 4/461) 

Ibn Taymiyah said: "With regard to irtidad from Islam, whereby a person 
becomes a kafir, whether a mushrik or a Jew or Christian, if he dies in that 
state then all his good deeds will be wiped out, according to scholarly 
consensus, as the Qur'an says in more than one place. For example Allah 
says: "And whosoever of you turns back from his religion and dies as a 
disbeliever, then his deeds will be lost in this life and in the Hereafter" (al- 
Baqarah 2/217) 

"And whosoever disbelieves in Faith, then fruitless is his work" (al-Ma'eda 
5/5) 

"But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do 
would have been of no benefit to them" (al-An'am 6/88). " (Majmu' al- 
Fatawa, 4/257, 268) 

The correct thing is that it is necessary for certain... It is because Irtidad 
usually is sourced from an occuring doubt. Therefore it is not permissible to 
kill prior to removing this doubt. Requesting tawbah from them is like the 
condition of ahl harb. Surely we will only kill them after dawa has reached 
them and the miracle has become zahir." (Kifayat'ul-Ahyar, Bab'ur-Ridda, 


2/123) 


In the section opened under the title "A fasl regarding statements which are 
kufr, are paused in regards to and are made ikhtilaf over and the bayan of 
those which are not kufr" the Malikee Qadi Iyad stated: "Surely the tahqiq 
of this section and getting rid of the confusion within is based on shariah. 
Within this aql will not be included. The building block of this matter is this: 
Surely the invalidation of rububiyah and wahdaniyyah and ibadah to 
another than Allah or another along with Allah is definetaly kufr... Like this 
alongside accepting Allah as deity and His oneness, with the ijma of the 
Muslimeen whoever claims He is not live and not eternal or that He is 
created or conceived (concept) or that He has a child or spouse or He is a 
father or that he had been born from something or that there is other things 
along with him in eternity or for the universe there is a maker or mudabbir 
other than Him; is kafir. 

Likewise whoever claims like some sufists and some among the batini, 
Nasara and Karamita that he sat with Allah or that he ascended to Him or 
that he spoke to Him or that He made hulul to an individual, all these are 
kufr. Again we will give the hukm kufr to those who state this: the Universe 
is eternal, it will remain everlasting or if he is in doubt regarding these... 

Similarly whoever claims regarding our Prophet that when he made dawa 
and informed that he got involved with lying or has doubts his truthfulness 
or curses him or claims he did not make tabligh or if he belittles him (saw) or 
one of the nabi, if he condemns them or oppresses them or kills a prophet and 
makes war with him those who carry this belief and attitude are with ijma 
kafir. 

Similarly if he rejects the nass of the book or who allots that which there is 
certain ijma regarding its narration, also that which ijma had been made to 
impute to its zahir for example like the khawarij being made takfir of with the 
nullification of rajm. There had been ijma regarding the takfir of these (who 
make the above claims). For this reason whoever does not make takfir of the 
one who selects another deen other than the deen of the muslimeen and has 
begun to live with it, or if he pauses at this (making takfir of such individual) 
or doubts it, likewise if he remarks their views may be correct in this situation 
even if he shows Islam outwardly and believes in it and even if he accepts all 
the views (madhabs) other than it (Islam) is batil we will make takfir of such 
individual. He is kafir for the reason that he has exhibited the opposite of 
what he showed in the zahir. 

Likewise we will make takfir of every action which the Muslimeen made ijma 
of that it only will appear from a kafir; even if its doer with this croked action 
claims to be Muslim. For example his sajda to idols, the sun, the moon, the 
cross, fire and running to churches, trading with its ahl, like wearing the 
zunnar, wearing their clothing and bowing his head like them. Surely the 


Muslimeen had agreed that these can only appear from the kuffar and even if 
the doer claims his Islam / to be Muslim they (the muslimeen) had informed 
these actions to be the signs of kufr. 

Likewise the Muslimeen had made ijma in the kufr of the individual who 
after having knowledge of that which Allah made Haram killing, consuming 
alcohol, fornication if he consideres these halal. For example like the Ibahi 
from the Karamati and some extreme sufists. (Kitab'u Shifa bi Sharh'i 
Nuraddeen al Kari, 5/401-431) 

Among the Shafii ulama, Ibn Naqib provides the following list of acts that 
entailed leaving Islam: 

to prostrate to an idol, whether sarcastically, out of mere contrariness, or in 
actual conviction, like that of someone who believes the Creator to be 
something that has originated in time. Like idols in this respect are the sun or 
moon, and like prostration is bowing to other than Allah, if one intends 
reverence towards it like the reverence due to Allah; 

to intend to commit unbelief, even if in the future. And like this intention is 
hesitating whether to do so or not: one thereby immediately commits 
unbelief; 

to speak words that imply unbelief such as "Allah is the third of three," or "I 
am Allah" — unless one's tongue has run away with one, or one is quoting 
another, or is one of the friends of Allah (awj) in a spiritually intoxicated state 
of total oblivion (A: friend of Allah or not, someone totally oblivious is as if 
insane, and is not held legally responsible, for these latter do not entail 
unbelief;) 

to revile Allah or His messenger (saw); 

to deny the existence of Allah, His beginning-less eternality. His endless 
eternality, or to deny any of His attributes which the consensus of Muslims 
ascribes to Him; 

to be sarcastic about Allah's name. His command. His interdiction. His 
promise, or His threat; 

to deny any verse of the Qur'an or anything which by ijma (scholarly 
consensus) belongs to it, or to add a verse that does not belong to it; 

to mockingly say, "I don't know what faith is"; 

to reply to someone who says, "There is no power or strength save through 
Allah": "Your saying 'There's no power or strength, etc.' won't save you from 
hunger"; 


for a tyrant, after an oppressed person says, "This is through the decree of 
Allah," to reply, "I act without the decree of Allah"; 

to say that a Muslim is a kafir in words that are uninterpretable as merely 
meaning he is an ingrate towards Allah for divinely given blessings; 

when someone asks to be taught the Shahada 'La ilaha illaAllah 
Muhammadun RasulAllah", and a Muslim refuses to teach him it; 

to describe a Muslim or someone who wants to become a Muslim in terms of 
kufr; 

to deny the obligatory character of something which by the consensus of 
Muslims is part of Islam, when it is well known as such, like the prayer (salat) 
or even one rak'a from one of the five obligatory prayers, if there is no excuse; 

to hold that any of Allah's messengers or prophets are liars, or to deny their 
being sent. (Umdat al-salik) 


Alaad-din Abidin adds the following: 

to revile the religion of Islam; 

to believe that things in themselves or by their own nature have any causal 
influence independent of the will of Allah; 

to deny the existence of angels or jinn, or the heavens; 

to be sarcastic about any ruling of the Sacred Law; 

or to deny that Allah intended the message of RasulAllah (saw) to be the 
religion followed by the entire world. (al-Hadiyya al-Ala'iyya, 423-24) 


